
2016 by the Numbers
1. Launched the Parent’s First Call Program, offering resources, support, 

parent mentors, and welcome baskets for new and expectant 
parents. We supported new families around the state through this 
innovative program.  

2. Introduced our new Statewide Fraternal Support Model, allowing 
DSAW to serve every person in Wisconsin, no matter where they 
live! In 2016, we provided ongoing support and programming to 4,500 
supported-families across the state. 

3. Directly combated the rapidly increasing termination rates for 
fetuses with Down syndrome as a result of advancements in prenatal 
testing by training more than 600 medical professionals in five major 
health systems across the state in the last three years. 

4. Served 250 individuals with Down syndrome and other special needs 
around the state with DSAW-Family Services’ “roadmaps,” transition 
services, Support Broker Services, Employment Services, the creation 
of 5-year plans, and just about anything families need across their 
lifespan in a 1:1 setting. 

5. Hosted 7 Down syndrome Awareness Walks across the state with 
more than 6,500 walkers, runners, racers, rollers, and strollers...
WOW!!!..Combine that with the thousands more volunteers, donors, 
and supporters...well, you have a person for every 8,000 people with 
Down syndrome in Wisconsin!!! (Chippewa Valley, Fox Cities, Green 
Bay, La Crosse, Milwaukee, Racine, and Sheboygan - WE LOVE YOU!!). 

6. Moved the DSAW State Headquarters to a central location in West 
Allis. This office serves the entire state of Wisconsin while piloting 
replicable programs and services in the Greater Milwaukee Area. 
We’ve launched a large menu of programs for families, parents, 
little ones, tweens, and Self-Advocates ages 15 and older. Look for 
programs and services just like these in YOUR area in the next 5 years. 



2016 by the Numbers
7. Hosted Member Events and Socials across Wisconsin such as: a 

statewide celebration of World Down Syndrome Day, Holiday Parties, 
Halloween Dances, D.A.D.S. Support Groups, Brewer Outings, 
Summer Picnics, Valentines Socials, Family Resource Nights, Family 
Bowling Parties, Pool Parties, and so much more. We had a BLAST 
creating fraternity and raising awareness of the value of individuals 
with Down syndrome in our lives! 

8. Hosted, and partnered to host, educational seminars and webinars 
on a variety of topics including: Potty Training, Behavior, IEP planning, 
Alzheimer’s & Down Syndrome, Speech Therapy, “Sensational Brain,” 
“Parent’s First Call” Training, “Talk Tools,” Puberty/Sexuality, and 
MORE! (A HUGE thank you to our partners who join us in this work).   

9.  Through DSAW’s Peer Sensitivity Training, we trained students at 
7 different elementary schools in La Crosse, Fox Cities, Madison, 
Milwaukee and in Racine. Upwards of 2,000 children were trained on 
what Down syndrome is, what it isn’t, and how to be a good friend to 
someone with Down syndrome. 

10.  Donated thousands of “Spread the Word to End the Word” 
Campaign t-shirts to schools all over the state to end the use of the 
“R” word. 
 
 

11.  Advocated for rich futures for individuals with Down syndrome 
through the creation of the Wisconsin Down Syndrome Advocacy 
Coalition (WIDSAC). WIDSAC is a partnership between “Down 
syndrome” organizations in Wisconsin focused on legislative 
advocacy, maintaining high standards in Wisconsin’s long-term care 
system, and getting fair, accurate and unbiased information in the 
hands of newly diagnosed families across the state. 


